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December 15, 2011
What People are Saying about CCSA’s Call for Non-Reewal

Arne Duncan, U.S. Secretary of Education

Good charter schools are part of the solutionpladtcharter schools are part of the problem. Wd nearageous
leadership from the charter school movement itsestep up and hold their schools accountable.Qdldgornia
Charter Schools Association has been a true leaddris front. This is an important conversation@alifornia to
have, and one that we need to have across thergount

Ursula Wright, Interim President and CEO, National Alliance for Public Charter Schools

As we approach the Zanniversary of the first charter school openinggs imperative that the public charter
school sector not only celebrate its successeadbmowledge its short fallings so that they camdmeedied. It is
for this reason that | applaud CCSA’s new accoultainitiative, which includes endorsing closuoé persistently
underperforming charter schools. While schoolules are never comfortable for anyone, it is imipezahat we
as a movement stay true to the accountability piat¢hat remains a defining component of the avdvargain. |
thank CCSA for consistently embracing accountabditd rest assured that California’s charter scetaents
benefit from its thoughtful efforts.

Greg Richmond, President & CEO, National Associatin of Charter School Authorizers

The charter school movement was founded on a kbkg¢fonly good schools should have the privilefge o
educating children and that failing schools shotilga on forever. CCSA is putting that belief irdgotion by
calling for the closure of the lowest performingadier schools in California. It's not easy for ang to call for the
closure of any school, much less the charter scassmciation. In doing so, CCSA is showing realrage by
saying it cares more about the education of childhan about the interests of adults. In Califartihe school
districts and other agencies that oversee charherots should heed this recommendation. Acrossdhatry,
public education would be stronger if more adutied like CCSA and put the interests of childrestfi

Senator Gloria Romero (Ret.), CA Director, Democras for Education Reform

For too long, our public schools haven't been fagdountable for providing students the high-quaditycation
they deserve. Charter schools have led the waymdving public education in California by provititat poverty
is not an excuse for low-performance and that desttis zip code shouldn’t determine his or heridgsThey
have shown great successes by holding themseldethain students to the highest expectations,mgigie bar for
all our schools. | congratulate CCSA for taking thad on accountability by advocating that chatdools that
are underperforming and not serving students vinellkel be closed. | hope that we will ultimately dhall our
public schools accountable to the high standartthieacharter school community has set.

Michelle Rhee and Mayor Kevin Johnson, co-foundersf the grassroots education reform movement
StudentsFirst

Charters schools, in and of themselves, arenanisever. Charters schools that work are. That'schiayters, like
all public schools, need to be held accountablédgh standards. And when they fail to meet thoaadsdrds we
need to look for different ways to innovate. Thédogiep that the California Charter School Assaeoratook in
demanding quality today unquestionably strengthehedharter school movement.



Anita Landecker, Executive Director, EXED

The California Charter Schools Association's (CC8a) for non-renewal and closure of persistently
underperforming charter schools is a clear indocatif the Association's desire to ensure that Qalid's charter
schools are offering quality educational opportiesito all of the public school students chartéosts serve. At
EXED, we are committed to dramatically improvindpc education and closing the achievement gap by
developing excellent charter schools, primarilyjow-income communities. As such, we are encourdyed
CCSA's leadership in both supporting and strengtigemew and existing charter schools, and in takinghe one
of the most complex and difficult issues within paleducation - that of recommending the closure of
underperforming schools. We support these effmitshope that others will join CCSA in this grouretiking
work to help the charter school movement demoresthedt it is serious about accountability and pgtthildren
first.

Yolie Flores, CEO, Communities for Teaching Excellece

| commend the California Charter Schools Assocmta showing courage and leadership in callinghigh levels
of accountability and quality -- including teaclygrality -- within the charter school movement. a&strong
supporter of charter schools and public schoolaghaiore broadly, | am committed to making sure thatter
schools generate student outcomes that are me§shedter than what has been previously availablile many
charter schools are generating unprecedentedlyiymsesults with students, others are not. rtieoto guarantee
EVERY child a quality education -- a commitmentloé charter school movement -- supporters of chadeools
must show the proper resolve to ensure qualityth\iday’s action, CCSA and its members are modédiow all
public schools can and must embrace high levedsoduntability in ways that keep student needs firs

Ben Austin, Executive Director, Parent Revolution

While high-quality charter schools have becomel alizrnatives to the status quo that traps thadsaih students
in failing schools, parents know that failing clearschools are just as bad for children as faiiisgrict schools.
This is why | authored the first ever State Boagulations to shut down failing charter schoold ay Parent
Revolution endorsed SB645, Sen. Simitian's legsiab radically increase charter accountabilityhia state. By
calling for authorizers to shut down persistenthger-performing charter schools, the California i@&raSchool
Association (CCSA) is taking a courageous stancéh@children of California, rather than the adwitho pay
their dues. We applaud CCSA for their kids-firgpeoach to the important issue of accountabilitytfeir
members.They have shown consistent leadershipghrneir support for past accountability measuaes, their
action today is yet another important step in thiaction. This is what the historic Parent Trigtgav and the
parent empowerment movement are about: holdirgchbbols accountable to the families they servematier
what part of the education code they fall under.
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